3-24-08

Hi Mom and Dad,

  As I'm sure you've noticed I haven't been able to chat with you for very long these last few trips into town. There has been lots to share but the time was just to sort.  So, I'm going to make an attempt at writing to you guys on a daily basis as mom has been suggesting. I don't know how long it will last but I will give it a try :)

  I've been wanting to tell you about this last Sabbath because we went on a really fun hike into some of their “mountains”. After a 20 min. drive we arrived at the trail head and started out across some fields of razer grass and then through some jungle.  When we reached the base of the hills we dropped down into a nice cool, clean and rocky creek which we followed for about two miles or so. The goal of the hike was to get to a small watter-fall and then if it was safe we could climb up above it and swim. We all had lots of fun until we got there and one of the big kids took off up of the mud cliffs. He made it just fine. But then a bunch of the little kids tried to follow him. So in a VERY short time there were a bunch of kids stuck with the more fortunate ones hanging onto ant infested roots and branches. To make things more complicated the kids who were stuck near the top were sliding and inadvertently knocking rocks out of place and sending them hurtling down the cliff. After assessing the situation I carefully scrambled up to the top and anchored a rope. But on my way up one of those mini comets got me good just above the eye. In a short time all the kids were safely down. Fortunately none of them got hit. Once they were all down they got a very direct lecture from me on the dangers of going on ahead. The kids were also shocked that something they had done had hurt me. Although it was only a small cut and lump on my head it had managed to bleed some and was running down my face a little. They payed close attention and have been much better behaved since. 

   Yesterday I went into town with Malissa and bought sandles, watter, and some treats for my class. I also made some copies and checked Internet. We met Maria Ester (one of my best students) and her sisters who were in town for break. We invited them to eat lunch with us and then took them out for ice-cream. Twas soooo good. I hadn't had cold food in so long and the girls had never had any that was that good. We then went to the market and bought some food for the school. When we got back I found out some of the “staff” were wanting to have another game night involving dutch blitz and brownies. I had a lot of fun but we ended late and I didn't feel very good which made it very hard for me to sleep.

   Today was fun because I'm starting to teach my students about how to debate as part of language class and then I gave them a “surprise” math test.  I say “surprise” because I've been drilling them for the test for the last week and a half and they still claimed they had no clue it was going to be today! Any how I know where they are lacking and now all I have to do is feed them... ahhhh so much fun...

At the end of class I spent some time trying to talk with Judith. She is the most quiet student in my class. She is a good student except for that she doesn't ever answer questions even if she knows the answer and is asked by name. I have known that she was shy from the start but have been hoping that she would be a little more communicative by now. I will be praying for her.  

3-25-08

Class today was fun again because we spent a good amount of time going over the questions they had missed on their math test. Some of them are still having a really hard time. Here is an example of what they are learning.




(-2)+(-12)+(15)+(4)=5

They just do not understand how there can be negative numbers!

     I spent most of the afternoon finding resources here at school that the kids can use to write a research paper for Natural Science. They have a lot to choose from so it should be good. 

3-26-08

  I don't know that I've given you a schedule of what my normal day is like so I will make one for you.

Here it is:

	5:30am
	Personal devotions and prayer time

	6:00am
	Staff worship

	6:40am
	Shower

	6:50am
	Student worship

	7:20am
	Breakfast 

	7:25am
	Class prep. (while eating)

	8:00am
	Class starts 

	12:45pm
	Class ends

	1:00pm
	Lunch

	1:30pm
	Nap

	2:00pm
	Grade papers

	4:00pm 
	Odd jobs around camp

	5:00pm
	Class prep.

	6:00pm
	Supper (while studying)

	7:00pm
	Student worship

	8:00pm 
	Study time with students

	9:00pm
	Shower

	9:10pm
	Read and study (Adventist Home, Education) 

	10:00pm
	Free time (I usually end up sleeping though)


   I usually end up writing to you guys during my reading time or during breakfast. Right now I'm it's time for breakfast on the 27th but I will still be writing about the 26th :)

  So yeah today (the 26th) was mostly a normal day except that just after lunch Cristina asked me to take her into town to do some paper work. I always enjoy town trips so I happily agreed. While she was doing her errands I went over to Rons house (an american friend of ours who brought his family to live in Rure.) and spent some time getting to know him and his family better. I really like them. They have a slightly extreme view on some subjects but I think their hearts are in the right place. His wife (Ana) and his older daughter (Naomi) are interested in helping here.  

   We got back at around 6:00pm so I had lots of work to do. 

3/27/08

I woke up early just after 5:00am so I spent some time braying and reading. It was really nice. It also gave me more time to write as you can see above. I was thirty seconds late to class today... I think that was a first for me this year! Thankfully none of my students seem to have noticed:) I returned their math tests to them and gave a special assignment to all those who failed... and then helped them with some of the new concepts that the rest of the class is working on. I showed a segment of Body Story today. They really enjoyed it. They had so many simple and basic questions... I guess they have never been taught this kind of thing before. So I had fun explaining to them how and why our bodies work the way they do. I really wish I could get the whole series... it would really be good for them. 

   We had vegetable soup for lunch today... not to bad once I added some curry powder and salt :0 Ok, so maybe I shouldn't be ragging on the food. It's really good most of the time. When Maria is here we end up eating really tasty food, but it's ssoooooo bad for you! She loves deep frying just about everything... and she has supplied herself with plenty of forms of fat to chose from. Oil, butter, margarine, Crisco, and shortening. One of those times when you just eat and hope you don't die. :) Her heart is in the right place... it's just that I think she truly believes that it's good for you. All the rest of the staff really want to have her change but are all afraid to talk with her. I have volunteerd to study with her from E.G. White and help her come to an understanding for herself as to why she should cook more healthfully. 

   We had a nice surprise this afternoon when Jared, Euller, and Steve rode into camp with their new bikes. The have some interesting stories and pictures you will want to see... Anyhow we are glad to have them back. :) On a more sad note Jony is leaving for the US tomorrow morning:) She has been such a big help and we are really going to miss her :( But I am really glad for the time she spent with us. We had a nice going away get together tonight where we played Dutch Blitz, eat brownies, and listened to music. Twas great fun. 

3/28/08

Today was slightly more difficult. I woke up late then I was trying to get all the latest pictures burned to a DVD before Joni left at 8:00am. Wile I was doing that I got into a very important conversation with Steve concerning some staff troubles we wanted to prevent and how. I had to leave the conversation early to teach class. I didn't have time to prepare, I was hungry, and the other teachers asked if I could direct their classes until they were done talking. (it was a VERY important conversation) I agreed delivered the DVD to Joni, and went to class. Once there I had two of my older girls teach the other classes and proceeded to try and have opening worship with my class. I say try because none of my kids were singing! I tried everything I could think of to get them motivated. I soon figured out that all they could think about was Joni leaving. She hadn't left yet so after we sang I had them make cards for her until the little pickup pulled up and we all went out and said our good byes. The rest of class wasn't easy but we made it through. 

   After class and lunch I got to burn trash. As part of keeping the campus clean we burn all are burnable trash and bury the rest. It works out quit well. So as I was saying. I had just throne a bag of trash into the fire when Jorge said “Hey! Is that one of our bags?!” Yeah, Why? “I forgot to take out my “Espray”!  I knew right away what he meant and we both dove for cover. Seconds later there was a BOOM that made our ears ring! It didn't blow the fire completely our but it did take a big chunk out! We were both glad he had remembered when he did. Apparently he forgot that we were sorting trash as we were throwing it away and had put his deodorant spray into the burn bag... but hey, twas an amazing experience! 

    When I was done with trash I went and spent some time previewing movies in order to see if they are safe for the kids to watch. I only looked at two, Bamboo in Winter, and The Cross and the Switchblade. They were both good but I think The Cross and the Switchblade is only for a more mature audience... 

        Tonight was really nice, as usual we all gathered in a circle on the front lawn and sang song until the sun went down. Then we would all go around and give everyone really big hugs and talk about how glad we are that Sabbath is finely here. As usual supper was pizza and juice...  ah, such a good way to start the Sabbath.

3/29/08
The Big Hike Day

   Today started out like any other Sabbath except that we decided to try and get closer to God in more than just praying, studying, and singing. We were going to climb the highest thing in sight... We left camp at about 9:15am or so and bounced down the road until we came to a little trail that headed towards the mountain. I was glad we had good ground clearance as we followed the trail through large ditches, Jungle, corn fields, and then more jungle until even our little Toyota truck couldn't go any further. We locked it up and set out toward the cliffs that loomed ahead of us. The first fifteen minutes or so were really pretty because the trees were so big that there wasn't much underbrush. It almost reminded me of a park, with flowers, deep green leaves and bright yellow fruits hanging from strange spiny trees. Then we came to THE BANK, I call it that because we went straight up a clay bank. Fortunately there were lots of small trees and shrubs to hang onto. Thirty minutes later we found ourselves on a very narrow ridge. The brush and vines were much thicker here and the open jungle below was now a fond memory as we clawed up and through the liven net. Soon the narrow ridge itself became incredibly steep. Fortunately there were still lots of vines to hang onto. I thought it was great until I fount that most of those vines belonged to an ant colony! I moved up and out of there as quickly as possible! But, it was to late they got me and they got me good! These weren't your regular fire ant either, these were a little larger and stung like little wasps! 

   The climb got harder and harder as we neared the top of a second ridge. By now we were hot, sticky, and bigging to ask ourselves why we were out on this steep, ant infested ridge. A minuet or two later we got to the top of the second ridge, now that was a sight to see! We were on the edge of a real cliff (at least 100ft) and spread out before us almost like a map was the valley. Looking to the North we could see Rure. and the “Rio Benny”, and if we looked really carefully to the South we could almost see Familia Feliz. Upon seeing the view Jorge plopped down and declared that he had reached his goal and was content to go no further. It was a good view but the the mountain was still there and we weren't at the top yet! We agreed that he would stay there and take pictures of me climbing and that he would call me from time to time to see if I was ok.  I started off across the edge of the ridge. There was less brush now so I was able to make very good time. In a few minutes I was climbing some really nice rocks and and really enjoying myself. All too soon the nice easy ridge ended as I started to climb the last part of the cliff. The rock wasn't very strong so I ended up using the small trees and shrubs instead. From time to time I came across some sheer rock faces and would have to climb around the side until I could find more trees and shrubs. It was a really tricky climb and I had to turn back several times because I didn't want to take that much of a risk. With patients I and a lot of effort I finally reached the top! It was exactly 12:12pm. I spent some time looking around and then back down I went. The trip back went well and we were soon back at the truck. I really want to go again... maybe even go camping up there...  But we'll see, its not like I have that much free time!

   After we got back and had lunch I got together with the kids and took them to AY at the church thats just down the road. It was really neat because we're actually starting to get involved with the community on a more regular basis. From what I understand we will be going every Sabbath evening from now on. 

    After AY (JA down here) the kids were board and waiting for supper. Some of my students wanted some help with their studies. That was all great until one of them noticed that my hair wasn't combed  and needed to be fixed. You should have herd her squeal with delight when she found that I have “soft hair” with that the girls swarmed around my head like bees and in a matter of seconds they had pulled out all kinds of combs jells and all sorts of other frightful hair styling tools. It was to late for me to get away so I agreed to let them play with my hair as long as I could see what they were doing and that I not have to be seen in public with the results. They happily set to work. I wish I had a camera! Any how, since I don't right now I guess you'll just have to use your imagination... 
Just for Today

Sunday

3/30/08

I decided not to sleep in today although the though was enticing. Instead I got up early and wrote about the hike on Sabbath. The plan was to then head into town earlier and thus get back at a reasonable time and be able to study with my class. Well, it turned out that only Jorge and I were going in which was going to be great except that all those who weren't going gave us huge lists! So we actually ended up spending most of the day doing everyone else's errands! It wasn't all that bad though because I love town, (to visit only) the new sights, smells, and people, all things I love. 

   As soon as we got there I dropped Jorge off at the market and I went on to some of the other small stores. Once finished with the kitchen errands I headed over to the internet cafe. As soon as Jorge saw me he showed me the email from Melisa saying that I needed to bring Steve into town to sign some paper work! So back I went, got Steve, then all the way back to Rure. While I was running errands I saw a pair of imitation headphones which appeared to have the same plastic ear buds as mine. (I haven't been able to use mine since I lost that little peace) I decided to take a chance and buy them in hopes that the parts be interchangeable. When I got back I opened the case and sure enough, they fit! Anyhow to make a long story somewhat shorter, my hopes of being back at a descent time remained a dream since we got back around 7ish. Tiz sad but true.  

Monday

3/31/08


School went far better today. As I've been getting to know the students better they have been getting a little more careless around me in class. So today I reminded them that even though I am their friend I am also their teacher and am to be respected as such. The talk had the desired affect. It really hadn't become a problem yet but  I feel that it could have if something wasn't done. I also gave my class a surprise math quiz. Most of the class was caught completely off guard. I could see that most of the students weren't ready for it but I decided to give it to them any how when they were done I told them that they could take it again in half an hour if they wanted. I have never seen a class so motivated! I didn't have to push them or anything! It was great! After half an hour of intense study they retook the quiz ( with different problem of course) and did really well! Most of them scored in the high 90s. I am very proud of them and I told them so. 


I ate lunch over at Tracy's house today. Tracy is one of the house parents. She and her kids live in a small house near the main building. I can see that many of the kids need a male mentor as they grow. I had been planing on grading papers there but that just wasn't working out. So, I figured lunch is about the most regular part of my day. From now on I will likely eat there every day.


After lunch I decided to help weed whack since none of the others never do and the yards are in need of attention now that the lawn mower is completely dead :(  I really enjoyed it! Although I'm not sure what I liked more, the work or getting out of grading! 

  
Maria got back today! We are all really glad to have her back. I haven't heard her whole story yet but I may share it when I do. (Depends how interesting it is)

Tuesday  4/1/08


While in town last Sunday I bought a large pineapple. Well this morning I decided to do a fruit fast and ear it. I'm not sure if there was something wrong with it or maybe I mixed it with conflicting fruit but whatever it was made me have a really upset stomach the rest of the day. I'm not accustomed to having a strong stomach ache so I was very distracted during most of school today. I didn't eat lunch but instead I lay in bed most of the afternoon. In the late afternoon Jorge pulled out a set of hair cutting supplies and announced that he was going to trim the kids hair in an effort to de-lice them. I thought it was a good idea so I asked him to cut my hair. So I now have a nice short haircut

Wednesday  4/2/08


School went well so there's not much to say there. I ate lunch with Tracy and her family again. Her soup had peanut butter in it! Peanut butter is hard to find and then to be using it in soup!? It was good anyhow though so I won't complain to much :)


Steve asked if I would be willing to drive a group into town and help interpret for him as he worked on important paperwork. As expected it ended up taking the whole afternoon and was somewhat boring. I did however make friends with a official who said he could help me get thing in order for an airport out here. So we'll see where that leads. On our way back we stopped by Rons' house and I bought some if his hummus. It was so good. Just the kind of thing I needed after a long day in town.

Thursday  4/3/08


Ah what a day. The power in my house has been out for some time and my laptop battery is dead so I had to go to the main building to type while charging it up.  Classes were normal again. I shared part of my testimony with them for worship and then gave them some time to ask questions. They had lots of questions so I think it went well. For Social Science we have been reading “A Thousand Shall Fall”. The kids have been wanting to know more about WWII so I think that reading through that book is an appropriate way to show them a little more of the nature of war. Afterwards I found Braysa copping the swastika off the cover. She seems to have a fascination with that kind of thing so I'm a little worried. I'm thinking I may try and show the video about Harry Potter and talk to them about the dangers of witchcraft.


Steve and some of the others went into town again today but I decided to stay and work on the bridge which was falling apart. I actually really enjoyed it! All the measuring and cutting, and then putting it all together to make something strong and useful. I had to dig on both ends and lay bricks to make good solid landings on both ends so that it wouldn't rot. I am quite pleased with the way it turned out. Just another sign that I'm the son of a carpenter.

Friday  4/4/08


Nice and cool again today. Even though Maria is back she hasn't had time to help teach language yet so I spent most of language time doing worship. I'm going to have my students take charge of worship during these next few weeks. My hope is to get them very involved in the teaching proses. I think it may help them learn for more than me telling them that they need to learn how to lead.  I didn't have to go into town this time so I enjoyed a nice afternoon of burning trash, cleaning the house and cooking for Sabbath. I was pleasantly surprised when Naomi showed up with the truck. I'm hoping we can help her as her family is going through some hard times. Maybe her time her can be a nice rest.

Sabbath

4/5/08


Today I didn't feel like getting up early but it was the guys turn to cook. Thankfully Jared had already cooked some granola so breakfast was mostly ready. I spent much of the morning resting and then went to church. Naomi translated and I think she did a pretty good job.  I took a nice nap this afternoon and then went over to Melissas house where spent a few hours chatting with Chandler, Sara, and Naomi. Twas great fun because they were quite hyper which made for some very interesting conversations:) We also had a game night tonight but we tired and decided to watch “Cars” instead of the normal games.
Sunday  4/6/08


Town trip was nice today. We were able to leave camp at 9:30am which made the rest of the day go that much more smoothly. I got online right away to see if there were any urgent messages and then did my shopping. While out I found one of our friends who owns the Pirania internet Cafe (Daniel is his name). Until now it has been closed but now that it's open I think we'll be moving our hangout back to his place. When I was in the Pirana I decided to try and see if anyone was online and sure enough, Emmy was. She then informed me that Mom and Dad were over at the Hunts house. I called the Hunts and we had a very good conversation. I really hope that they can come down here, they would love it here. After lunch we came back to camp until David flew over. We hopped into the truck and raced over to pick him up. Amazingly enough they decided to stay the night! I'm glad they are though because there's lots that needs to be talked about and they need some time to rest.


As I was walking David and Becky over the their room we found a four food Rainbow Boa! It was so amazing! David and I weren't sure how aggressive it was to David put his foot on its head and I grabbed its tail. It turned out to be a very calm snake to I picket him up and held him normally. We then took him over the the big house to show the others. Under the better lite the rainbow colors shimmered with such an incredible array of color! We got a few pictures with it so I hope they turned out. Once done showing him around we took him back to where we found him and let him go. 

Monday  4/7/08


Wow! What a day! I slept outside again last night so I woke up around six. At about seven thirty I took breakfast to David and Becky in hopes of spending more time with them before school. It worked out well but for some reason I felt like I should still go into town and leave David off at the airport. So much so that I asked Sara to take my class for the day so I could go. Thankfully she agreed. On our way to the airport David told me more about the airplane in Santa Cruz. He said that it needs about thirty thousand dollars worth of work for it to be ready to fly! I told him I'd go ahead and see if I could go ahead and raise the money to finish it and then get started. Once out at the airport and while preflighting the airplane, a nice looking Piper Shayan landed. Some important looking officials stepped out and since we were on our way by them we stopped by to say hi and introduce ourselves. Soon we found out that one of them is the director of civil aviation in all of Bolivia and the other ones are important inspectors! We spent the next half an hour talking and making friends. It was so neat! We spent a good amount of time talking about having a plane based here as part of an aviation program and the officials really seemed to like the idea. Some of them will be in the area for a little wile and asked if I would be willing to come and meet with them again so we can get the program in the air. I can hardly wait! Any how, all too soon it was time for the Gates to leave. I am so glad that they had the chance to visit though. I'm sure it was good for them to have a short rest and I'm sure it helped all of us feel better.


By the time we left the airport it was quit clear that I wouldn't even make it back in time for class so Steve asked if I would be willing to help him in town. Our first stop was at the Intel dealer to see about getting Internet at the school. It turns out that they don't sell the plans here so what we have to do is write a letter or “ solicitud” asking for Internet and explaining a little about ourselves. Steve asked me to take care of that since I had the laptop with me and know a little Spanish. I did my best but gladly accepted help when the opportunity presented itself:) 


Once that nasty solicitud was out of the way we went out to eat. I had sturfry and  pasta this time and it was really good. With our hunger dealt with we went to the Pirania for Internet, bought 6 bags of cement, and then picked up groceries at the market. 


This evening we had staff meeting and Steve asked for a volunteer to run the tool shed. Since I will be far more involved with grounds I went ahead and accepted the responsibility. I am now responsible for the order and well being of the tools. I'm not sure when I will have time to manage it but I'm sure theres a way.


So yea, all in all it was a really good day:) 

Tuesday  4/8/08


I went to staff worship again this morning except that this time I took my computer so we could sing some new songs. I was looking through some files and found a whole powerpoint setup of songs we have been forgetting and want to remember. During class worship I gave them their prayer journals and then had them write all the stories they could think of concerning the times they know that God has answered their prayers. Once they were well under way I then explained to them what a prayer journal is and strongly encouraged them to start keeping one. Many of them seemed to be interested so we'll see what happens.


Tracy was in town today so I didn't have lunch at her place. I did enjoy lunch at the cafeteria today though because we had a really good pasta dish with a veggie souse served along side arepas and bread. So yea, not the most healthy thing but it sure was tasty:)


I was going to do a bunch of yard work this afternoon but Steve was running the generator so I decided to edit more video instead. I got tired of editing after four or five hours so I went out and helped Jared fill in a whole. It was nice to get out and do some real work for a change :) Supper was good and then I spent the rest of the evening sorting files.

Wednesday  4/9/08


Class was fun today. Pablo was in charge if class worship and he had a rather hard time as he is accustomed to daydreaming, and now he had to not only pay attention but lead out as well! It was so much fun! I helped him a little but soon explained to the class that I would be taking the role each one of them had been playing. So I got to spent the whole worship acting like Pablo :) The rest of the class thought it was great too :) What I thought was really funny was that Pablo has been acting much better now since he's  realized the way he was treating his friends and me. When he was done I spent a good amount of time answering questions about teaching and helping them get ready for their presentations. I also gave them another math quiz today. They flunked the first one so I spent a good amount of time studying with them and then had them take it again. They did much better the second time around thats for sure!


After lunch at Tracy's I took a short nap and then spent the rest of the afternoon weed whacking around the school. It's just amassing how fast the weeds and grass grows! It grew at least five feet in the last two weeks! But yea, it looks good now, at least for a few days :) 


I did my best to eat a light supper so I could concentrate better while editing the video. I think I made some pretty good progress in the three hours I worked on it... it's just that there is so much that I still have to do to finish it! It's starting to take shape though so theres hope :)

Thursday  4/10/08


Dia De Los Niños ( Kids Day) is what we celebrated today. I think it's actually on the 12th but since that is Sabbath we moved it to today. It brought back a lot of memories from Mexico. All the candy, fun, and games. So yea, we had an exceptionaly fun day today. No school+lots of kids+lots of free time+lots of water+shuger in most of its forms= A TUN OF MUDY, HYPER KIDS!!!!!!!!! FOLOWED BY A HUGE MESS!!!!!!!!!! I spent most of the day taking video and then editing it as quickly as possible. I'm sure I can come up with all kinds of things to say but I am really tired. There is a slight chance that I may write more later but don't count on it :)

Friday  4/11/08


I was pleasantly surprised this morning when I found out that we had canceled school for the day so we could clean the place up a little. During breakfast Steve asked if I wold be willing to start putting the cell Phone tower up as well as a few other odd jobs. I decided to get the smaller jobs out of the way as quickly as possible before working on the tower. The work all went as planned until I found out that there weren't any couplers to join the pipe and that I would need to cut sections to off the pipe and make those into couplers. So, over to the tool shed I went to find out what kind of wonderful tools I had available to work with. Low and behold the only tool we had that came remotely close to my need was a dull and very sad looking hacksaw! To make a long story short I ended up cutting pipe the whole morning until lunch. After lunch I decided to save the tower for another day and got to work cleaning and organizing the tool shed. It was actually fun! In a short time the shed was looking much better which was a good thing because Steve got back from town and brought a grinder I could use to cut the pipes with. We aren't done with them yet but we are done with most of the cutting now and are ready to put the tower together.

Sabbath  4/12/08


I decided not to help in the kitchen today because it was my turn to preach. I was a little nervous   about preaching because I have always been able to do powerpoint presentations and tell stories. But today I actually had to preach! I felt at peace though and I decided to do my best and let God do the rest. I was told it went well so I'm glad. 


After lunch we took the kids on a creek hike. Jorge and I found a small, cold creek that streamed into the main stream. It was so fresh and clear that we decided to follow it up a ways. The jungle was so dense that the sun was blocked out giving the whole area a very mysterious and tropical look. I felt like one of the first explorers on a grand adventure. In a way I guess we were. After ducking under some spider infested logs we soon came to a nice little pool under a big clay overhang with a large tree that looked like it could fall at any moment. The water was so nice that we stayed and swam for a little and enjoyed the beauties of this truly tropical jungle. All to soon it was time to head back. When we got back to the main stream we fond that the rest of the group had already left! We took off so fast! We ran and ran until we caught up with the rest of the group. Once back at the truck a group of kids asked if we could run ahead. I liked the idea and so off we went. I has been a while since I've been out running so I decided to push myself and see how far we could get. My goal was to run until the truck caught up to me. The only thing is that the truck didn't come for a long time! So I ran and ran until at last it overtook me. I gladly hopped on. Imagine my surprise to when we found out that we were only 2km away from the school! Next time I want to try and run the whole way! I'm sore now, but I really enjoyed it!


We had game night again where we played Skipo and Dutch Blitz. No Brownies this time though :( I guess it was better for our health that way though :)
Sunday

4/13/08

The idea this morning was to leave at around 8:30am. Well, it was a nice thought... Jorge and I wanted to finish the video first though so we were rushing to get it throne together in time. But, as usual there were unexpected technical difficulties that  set us back. We finally did make it out at around 9:00am so we weren't all that late :)


As soon as we were in town I went straight to the Pirania Internet Cafe. I didn't see any one on line so after checking my email and downloading a few things for Steve I ran erends around town. I also went over to Rons house where I “interviewed” his wife about her beliefs. There wasn't much time so we didn't get very far. Once done there I went back to the Pirania were I ordered lunch and a drink. I felt completely spoiled sitting there eating my  lentle, tomato,cheese, union, and egg burger, sipping my mango smoothie all while surfing the net...  ahh what a life! 

Monday

4/14/08


It was my turn to do the “acto civico” today but there was a small problem :) I COMPLETELY FORGOT!!!! :) So all us teachers are out there lining up our students when Jorge asks me what I have planned for the program! I was really surprised and I guess it showed considering that I stood there in shock for a few seconds:)  I soon recovered though and came up with a short program for them that they seem to have enjoyed.


This afternoon some dark clouds started blowing in from the South. We knew right away what  that meant... a Suraso, sort of like a small hurricane pushed by a strong cold front was on its way in. Right away we all started running around camp securing everything possible in preparation for the blast to follow. Soon it hit... it started with a strong wind which just got stronger and stronger. Within half an hour “the wall” hit us and when I say “hit” I mean that it seriously pounded the roof and walls. I thought it was great except that the plastic over our living room window blasted off when the first wave hit. It was a mad scramble to get all the stuff away to the safer parts of the house, but in the end it all worked out. The only draw back is that now our house is a huge mess and there is a large group of volunteers coming out tomorrow who are going to be expecting a clean house to stay in but instead will have this to deal with!

Tuesday

4/15/08


It was Ruthi's turn to have worship this morning. She did well, a little shy at first but did a fairly good job all in all. As she was finishing I got news that Maria was sick and needed help in the kitchen if we wanted to have our lunch today. I didn't really feel like teaching and there was a long list of things that needed to be done around camp. Then a wonderful idea popped into my head. We could have a day of practical missions emphasis instead of class! So off we went.... I split them into five teams. 

1 Clean at Melissa's house

2 Clean at Tracie's house

3 Fix lunch in the kitchen

4 Pick up trash all over camp

5 Set forms for poring concrete 

The plan worked amazingly well! We had so much fun! Camp looks a lot better now... still lots to do but we are far better off than we were earlier this morning!


I had a pleasant surprise this afternoon. Jared dropped by wile I was cleaning the house while I was cleaning and asked if I could find some work for part of his crew! Ahh, twas so nice to have some help putting things back in place. The kids and I had the house in perfect order within the next hour and a half! I don't the house has looked this good since we got here! So now when the group arrives we should be ready. 


I haven't seen the group yet so I asked Steve as to when they're arriving and he said that they are in town and will come out here tomorrow afternoon after they have rested up a little. A wise move on his part once you think about it... anyhow I'm glad because now we have a little more time to get ready.
Wednesday  4/16/08


Maria Magdalena had worship this morning and I was amazed! She has been one of the more quiet students that I have and rarely speaks op or participates in class activities. But today... today she really shined. She presented a very good program complete with songs and all. She can even sing! (at least for being a Bolivian that is :) Any how I spent some time talking with her after class and she really opened up. It was great to see how she is changing... She even has some good ideas for class too. 


Rob and Danielle showed up at around ten. The kids went nuts... I made them stay until they finished their chapter before they could go out. You should have seen them work! It was great! They were done soon enough so I gave them an hour to greet the group as they arrived. 


I finally got around to asking and getting permission to move into the wood house across from the house yellow house we are in now. I spent most of the afternoon throwing all the junk out and killing all the wasps that had taken residence there. I also swept all the spider webs off the walls and then swept the floor. The floor is a little spongy but other than that it's a more or less good house. I think I will like living there...   

Thursday  4/17/08


I spent the night in my “new” house last night. It was actually rather nice. The walls only come up half way so it lets the cool breeze blow through. So in many ways I like it a lot better here. I still have to fix the shower and see about the outhouse ... I expect it will work out well though. :)


It was Braysa's turn for worship this morning. She was caught by surprise but did an ok job. She reminds me how how I used to be in many ways... very stubborn, strong willed, likes to lead, and is also learning how to manipulate.  


The group is here and they have been making good progress... they already finished pouring one the sidewalk on one side of the big house and are ready to poor in front. A few of them have said that they are going to stay for a few more months and help out with the agriculture program! So I am excited that God is already answering our need for more staff. Hehe, actually I from the amount of applications I've seen we may even end up with to many! But I know that not all who have applied will come so it will work out...


I spent this afternoon cleaning all around my new house. There was all kinds of trash everywhere that I just couldn't leave. So yeah, the move is going well so far...    

Friday  4/18/08


We had pancakes and cheese for breakfast today. That's what it really was to... one pancake with a little cheese, no peanut butter, not jam, no apple sauce, no butter, and especially no maple syrup. In spite of the lack of the accustomed toppings it was really rather good :) The rest of the group ate later so they got fried potatoes and salad or something. (Maria is feeding the kids separately from the mission group) 


William was in charge of worship today. He hadn't prepared anything for it had a hard time figuring out what he was going to share. Eventually he led us in a study about creation. I want to spend more time helping him learn how to prepare for class. He could be an excellent teacher or leader of some type if he chose.


We played volleyball for PE instead of the usual soccer. I really enjoyed the change of pace and playing a game I know a little more about... 


I spent most of the afternoon burning trash again. Once done I spent some time cleaning the tool room and sharpening the extra dull machetes. I still had a little time left so I weed whacked around my new house so now I have a front yard and even a driveway! The house and yard are starting to take shape... should actually look like someone lives here in a few days!


The group really seemed to enjoy singing with the kids on as we opened Sabbath. Their stay here has been a huge help... Anyhow, we also had song service over at the church later this evening and a lot of them came. It is really neat to have some new voices and thoughts as we worship and pray.

Sabbath

4/19/08


Not much happened today, we didn't have to do much with the kids since the volunteer group is here and took care of them most of the afternoon. It was really nice to have an afternoon to just sit back and relax... I spent most of the afternoon editing videos and then in the late afternoon Steve came up and asked if I wanted to go into town. I thought he was joking at first but he was serious! The group from Canada were going out to eat and they needed a driver! So I got a free night out with really good friends and really good food. We went to what they call the “monkey bar”. It's more of a restaurant than a bar though so it worked out well. We got back late so I don't have much time. 
Sunday

4/20/08


We got back really late last night so it was hard for some of the girls to be up early. Even so it was Maria that we had to wait for! But at last she was ready and we all piled into the truck and set out on our great adventure. There were two groups, one group was going into town but my group... my group was in for an adventure :) I guess no one had warned them about my tendencies of taking people on crazy hikes. :)  I took the video camera and made a video to fill in the rest of the day. So enjoy the video. When we got back from the mountain we went into town and cleaned up at Naomi's house. Jorge and I ended up staying there until around ten thirty talking and playing ping-pong. Ron said that it would be very hard for us to get a ride back at that hour of the night and suggested that we stay at a hotel. We thanked him for the advice but decided to try and get a ride anyhow. Amazingly enough we actually found a taxi that was willing to take both of us for only fifty BZ! It was really nice! 

The Rest of the Week


I spent most of my free time this week working on the video so I didn't have time to write. :( But I would still like to write a few of the key points.

    
Jorge and I spent most of Afternoons working on videos for Familia Feliz. It was really hard though because we had lots of technical difficulties... My computer was the first. The problem started with it just running slow. I tried restarting it but when I turned it on it wouldn't start! I waited like ten minutes for it but it just wouldn't go. I then tried unplugging it and reconnecting the battery. It then told me that windows had failed and that it had to restore and itself. That whole process took about five hours. What I've told you is the short version... But in the end my computer fixed itself and is running great again. A few days later Jorge and I tried working on it again and this time his computer wouldn't start! I had him try the same thing and it seemed to work. We got to work and then he noticed a little white line across his screen. Then another, and another, until about two thirds of his screen is blank! He is very upset about it and is looking for a way to get another one.

Sunday


Maria and I went into town “early” today so that we could get our errands done early enough to be at the airport by 2:00pm. I spent most of the morning on the Internet downloading videos and a few programs. I even had some time to play chess with the guys downstairs. At about 1:40pm. I found the truck by the market. On our way to the airport we met Jared on his way into town. The ground was wet as it had started to rain a little. So when he went to turn around he wiped out on the slick pebbles. We went back and asked him if he was ok and he said he was so we went on to the airport. Once at the airport the rain really started to fall hard. It was very nice being in the tower and working with the controllers as they made the weather reports. While we waited for the storm to pass we spent some time talking and helping each other learn proper phraseology in both English and Spanish. By the time we were done the storm had passed and they offered me a ride into town. It is so nice having friends at the airport! 


When I got back I found out that Chandler hadn't left yet. She was supposed to catch the flight at 3:00pm. But since it had rained the plane wasn't able to leave due to the mud on the runway. She would have to leave early the next morning. I was glad because it gave her some time to relax and say good by properly. We ended up spending the rest of the afternoon together. We went out to eat Zivas and Ice cream one last time. We stayed up lat talking and remembering all that had happened while she was here. I decided to stay the night at Ron's spare room in town since it was so late. 

Monday


I Spent the night in town last night which allowed me to take Chandler to the airport early early this morning. Once she had left I caught a taxi back to school and arrived with plenty of time to get ready for class. The streets were empty as we walked to the Amazonas terminal. Reminded me so much of all the times I've traveled and left friends behind... Now I was the one staying. It felt strange... I really wanted to go but I also knew that I responsibility's here and that if I did go I would only want to come back... I had some good time to think on the way back... Twas good for me.

This week has been crazy, no promises but I will do my best to write during this next week :)

